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building, unless^ as in some of our theatrical 
speculations, it has been arranged with an 
idea to its ultimate conversion into a 
church— its present business failing. It 
certainly does not look like a banking- 
house ; and a puzzled stranger standing in 
front of it, as it is now, without sign, would 
range its uses somewhere between a syna- 
gogue and a Slates prison. With a design 
approaching those classic models which 
were lighted from above, it yet has mean 
side-windows. With a front of almost 
Egyptian heaviness, containing marble 
enough to make a fort, it is yet constructed 
in the rear with thin, scarcely wind-defy- 
ing Jbrick walls. It should be called a 
temple of Sham. Mammon, perhaps, after 
all, deserves no better. 

It seems to us but a fair example of that 
vulgar rage for mere show and lavish ex- 
pense which characterizes the architecture 
of our day.-. The front is a mere imposi- 
tion. It is full of false balconies, and 
similar shams. Its ornamentation is pro- 
fanely redundant, and overloads what, if 
more simple, might be even beautiful. As 
it is, one is called upon to admire the 
masons' work, which is truly admirable. 
The marble is beautifully white, and nicely 
cut ; and to the unthinking eye it will be 
all that is required. To such eyes, we 
presume, it is solely addressed, and we 
presume our observation of it will be re- 
garded as impertinent. 

If strictly planned for a savings' bank, 
we think it should not have been loaded 
.with the costly work, and by its extrava- 
gance repudiate the principle it is built to 
encourage; and any one who has been 
obliged to wait at the doors of such insti- 
tutions for hours, will not admire the two 
small doors, and the scant light of the inte- 
rior. It is time that the rights of human 
nature as to ingress and egress from public 
buildings should begin to be recognized. 

This building is an admirable illustration 
of the ignorance of the moral significance 
of an architectural work. There is no 
"standard of criticism other than the recog- 
nition of the purpose of a building, with a 
strict conformity of structure to the thought 
its purpose excites, which will have any ef- 
fect in eradicating our architectural errors. 



" The Art op Egypt was not imitative, but 
conventional and representative. The occupa- 
tion of the Egyptian artist was hereditary, and 
all the forms, proportions, and attitudes of 
his figures were prescribed and inviolable." — 
Wornum. 



LOVE IN LITTLE. 
(From the Oerman of Biickert.) by a. m. 
i. 
This whole world is far too spacious 

For one earthly soul's embrace, 
Only in the Father's bosom 
Finds It an abiding-place. 
Haman heart is quite too small 
For its lore to mantle all. 



Then, with earnest soul and single, 
To a breast that's true and free, 

Trusting all and all confiding, 
Yield thyself exclusively : 

In the lore which holds one heart, 

All the world shall take a part. 



inrinlngtf. 



THE FAMILY AS A WORK OF AET. 
No. n. 

Si autem acceperis uxorem; Don peccasti. Et si 
nupserit Virgo, non peccavit; tribulationem tamen 
carnls habebunt hujusmodi. Ego autem vobis parco. 
— let Corinlhiane, vii. 2S. 

Happy has it been for the growing con- 
dition of society, that the laws of the affec- 
tions have always been paramount where- 
ever and whenever nature has been suffi- 
ciently vigorous to assert its prerogatives, 
and to maintain a just equilibrium between 
itself and the mechanically stationary, and 
retrogressive state of things around it. 
Order in the phenomena of life has been, 
and is, but too often sought for, at the 
ruinous expense of its progressive vitality ; 
and this vicious course has frequently re- 
sulted in great political and social convul- 
sions. Family perturbations being on a 
small scale, and but seldom visible to the 
public eye, their deep under currents are 
never publicly felt or regarded until they 
undermine the foundation of the social edi- 
fice, and force an outlet through its most 
sacred portals. It is then that thoughtful 
minds are provoked to think of the im- 
portance of the family to society, through 
their action and reaction on each other, to 
investigate into its nature and workings, 
and the necessity of recasting its consti- 
tuents so as to keep them in harmony with 
the principles of its sacramental foundation. 

The laws of the affections in the forma- 
tion of conjugal unions have always waged 
a deadly war against the conventional bar- 
riers, prejudices, and distinctions of race, 
religion, and nationality, — three directions 
in which the human mind has rather oscil- 
lated, irritably, than progressed harmoni- 
ously, notwithstanding their important 
services in the crystlalisation of social ex- 
istences. It would be difficult even at this 
day to measure the innumerable and mani- 
fold chords of discord which they keep 
constantly vibrating throughout family and 
social life, and to what an extent. they 
poison and embitter the holiest relation- 
ships growing out of the union of human 
beings in society. Imperfect, and mechan- 
ically formed creatures, early cast in their 
iron moulds, live on, torn from the great 
brotherhood of humanity, and as utterly 
incapable of becoming artistically inter- 
woven into the great chain of social pro- 
gression as sands on the sea-shore. But 
those who are born into the world with 
affluent natures, with original powers of 
growth, are moved forward by the laws of 
their affections, and elevate themselves 
socially, vindicate their aesthetical aspira- 
tions without any reference to the conven- 
tional distinctions of race, religion, or na- 
tionality, and thus secure the advancing 
tendencies of their natures as they flood 
themselves into the great and symmetri- 
cally formed reservoirs of society. 

Life before marriage, is to a great ex- 
tent, an individualized latitudinarianism of 
the feelings, thoughts, and actions, even 
where an enlightened and religiously well 
tempered parental authority has been 
austerely brought to bear on them during 
their early growth. But where there has 
been no normal union of the parental au- 
thority in the disciplination of children, 
there is no proper and legitimate prepara- 



tion for married life, no natural and logical 
concatenation of the thoughts, sentiments, 
and actions to form a true conjugal rela- 
tionship and union. It is thus that the 
neglect of primitive culture in the family 
training of children — and great defeots of 
temper and education in the parental hier- 
archy, may, and do, perpetuate for ages, 
the most deplorable evibi in all the ramifi- 
cations of our expanded existences. It re- 
quires a powerful renovation of the blood, 
a complete physiological regeneration of 
our constitution to overcome and redeem 
those transmitted evils of tije family com- 
pact which grow like weeds from age to 
age, and which poisonously intertwist 
themselves with the complicated scaffold- 
ings of our varied existence. 

For every vocation in life there is re- 
quired an educated or empirical training, 
which is looked upon as a necessary and 
indispensable condition thereto; but fpr 
marriage, the most vital of aU, the very 
source or spiritual regeneration ana" per*' 
manent reform, there would seem to be no 
probationary step deemed necessary, nor 
preliminary training required; all is left 
to chance, all lies within the dark embraces 
of unreasoning, unreflecting Superstition. 
The moral, and the immoral ; the educated, 
and the uneducated; the lettered, and 
the unlettered ; the squalid poor, and the 
voluptuous rich, — all equally enter into the 
canonization of married, life without being 
socially held responsible for the grave re- 
sponsibilities which are incurred thereby. 
And yet marriage was spiritually, insti- 
tuted by Christ himself, was placed as an 
eternal rock between^social life and death,; 
— between the corruption of the body and 
the purity of the spirit, — between tjjje; 
mortality of the flesh and the immortality 
of the soul. Quod ergo Deus cpnjnnxit,.' 
homo non separet. Those have drifted] 
far away from the religious significancy of 
marriage who identify it with any agency 
or attribute peculiar to polygamy, or, who 
imagine that it has any function in com- 
mon with it. Polygamy must have been 
but a barely visible moral improvement on 
the state of things that went before it, and 
out of which it grew progressively ; but 
those only who have thoroughly studied 
the social history of the times of polygamy 
can form a sufficiently elevated notion of 
the immense flight of spirit over matter 
which sanctified the advent of the Chris- 
tian marriage upon the libidinous ruins of 
pagan polygamy. 

The eternally working elements of na- 
ture are slow in effecting reforms, — slow 
in breaking the carnally formed shell that 
coils itself around -and impedes the perpet- 
ually moving spirit that renovates and re,, 
deems the world. It is this progressively 
slow movement of the spirit of Nature's 
laws which so often Irritates the spas^ 
modio and badly trained minds of what 
the world calls reformers, men of narrow 
but intensified intellects, 'thrown up by the 
tempestuous undercurrent of events, long- 
continued and active, but converging at 
times into a critical point, concretely 
marked off by these flesh and blood re- 
formers. • . 

Misconceptions as to the nature and 
destination of marriage have made it a 
sepulchre for many a fondly cherished 
hope,— -many a fondly anticipated pleasure. 
Licentious imaginations have become iaderl 



